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ABSTRACT 

The report presents data on the demographic, social, 
and economic characteristics of persons 14 years of age and over who 
did hired farmwork during 1975, and summarizes the pertinent changes 
and trends in the size, composition, earnings, and employment 
patterns of the hired farm working force. Information is given on the 
Spanish-origin, white, black, and other hired farmworkers. Data were 
obtained through a survey conducted by the Census Bureau as a 
supplementary part of the December 1975 Current Population Survey. 
Tabular data are organized into four areas--historical data, the 1975 
data, earnings by source of employment, and information on those 
employed solely in hired farmwork during the year and those employed 
in hired nonfarm work in addition to their farmwork. In 1975, there 
were about 2.6 million persons in the hired farm working force. The 
annual employment of farmworkers appeared to have stabilized after 
the long-term downward trend of prior years. Generally, hired 
farmworkers were young (median age 23 years), male (77%), and resided 
in nonfarm places (79%). Annual earnings averaged $2,552. About 72% 
were white, 11% were of Spanish origin, and 17% were blacks and 
others. Approximately 1.5 million worked only as farmworkers during 
the year; the remaining 1.1 million did both farm and nonfarm work. 
About 188,000 (7%) were migrant farmworkers. Annual earnings for 
these workers averaged $2,003, or $21.05 per day for 95 days of 
farmwork; 61% of all migrants did only farmwork during the year. 
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THE HIRED FARM WORKING FORCE OF 1975. Gene Rowe and Leslie Whitener Smith. Economic 
Development Division, Economic Research Service. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Economic 
“Report No. 355. : 


ABSTRACT 


About 2.6 million persons 14 years of age and over did farmwork -for-wages or salary at some time 
during 1975. This total has changed little during the past 5 years, after the long-term downward trend of 
prior years. 

Generally, hired farmworkers were young (median age 23 years), male (77 percent), and resided in 
nonfarm places (79 percent). Their annual earnings in 1975 averaged $2,552. Of this, $1,488 was earned 
for 85 days of hired farmwork. The remainder came from nonfarm employment. About 72 percent were 
white, 11 percent were of Spanish origin, and 17 percent were blacks and others. 

Approximately 1.5 million persons worked only as farmworkers during 1975; the remaining 1.1 
million did both farm and nonfarm work. Over | million persons doing hired farmwork were in school 
much of the year. 

About 188,000 (7 percent) of the total were migrant farmworkers in 1975. Annual carnings from 
farm employment for these workers averaged $2,003, or $21.05 per day for 95 days of farmwork. Sixty- 
one percent of all migrants had only farm jobs during the year. 

Keywords: Hired labor, agricultural labor, migrant labor, seasonal {abor, nonfarm, wages, employ- 
ment. 
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THE HIRED FARM WORKING FORCE OF 1975 


Gene Rowe, Agricultural Statistician 
Leslie Whitener Smith, Sociologist 


INTRODUCTION 


In 1975, there were 2.6 million persons 14 years of 
age and over who did hired farmwork during 1975 
(table 1). This number has not changed significantly dur- 
ing the last 5 years, averaging around 2.7 million per- 
sons. Annual employment of hired farmworkers appears 
to have stabilized after the long-term downward trend 
of prior years. Between 1970 and 1975, annual produc- 
tion of agricultural commodities increased from 101 to 
114 percent of the 1967 base-year production,! 

Data presented in this report describe the demo- 
graphic, social, and economic characteristics of persons 
14 years of age and over who did hired farmwork during 
1975, The narrative highlights important characteris- 
tics of these hired farmworkers and summarizes some of 
the more pertinent changes and trends in’ the size, com- 
position, earnings, and employment patterns of the 
hired farm working force. 

Tables are organized into four general areas. Tables 
I through 3 contain historical data on the numbers and 
selected characteristics of hired farmworkers. Tables 4 
through 6 present a general overview of the social, eco- 
nomic, and. employment characteristics of the 1975 
hired farm working force. Tables 7 through 10 contain 
~ earnings data by source of employment. Within these 


tables, data are provided separately for total workers, 
workers who did 25 days or more of hired farmwork 
during the year, and workers who did less than 25 days 
of hired farmwork. Finally, tables 11 through 13 contain 
information on the characteristics of workers employed 
solely in hired farmwork during the year, and workers 
who did hired nonfarm work in addition to their farm- 
work. 

Beginning with this report, the annual Hired Farm 
Working Force statistical series includes information on 
the number and characteristics of Spanish-origin hired 
farmworkers. This is in addition to data on white and 
black and other farmworkers.? 

Data in this report are from the annual Hired Farm 
Working Force Survey conducted for the Economic Re- 
search Service by the Bureau of the Census as a sup- 
plementary part of the December 1975 Current Popula- 
tion Survey (CPS). ‘All statements of comparison ap- 
pearing in the text, but not necessarily in the tables or 
figures, are significant at the 1.6 standard error (90 
percent) level or higher unless otherwise indicated. 
The survey coverage and the reliability of estimates are 
discussed in appendix A. Definitions and explanations of 
terms used in this report are given in appendix B. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF HIRED FARMWORKERS IN 1975 


Composition and Residence 
Generally, hired farmworkers in 1975 were young, 
white, and male. They most often resided in nonfarm 
places: (fig. 1). More hired farmworkers lived in the 
South than in any other region. Specific findings on the 
composition and residence of the 1975 hired farm work 
force are: 
— 60 percent of hired farmworkers were under 25 
years of age; 32 percent were 14-17 years old. 
~ The median age of all .hired farmworkers in 
1975 was 23 years. 


'Unpublished information from the. National Economic 
Analysis Division, Economic Research Service, U.S, Department 
of Agriculture, 


~ 77 percent were male. 
72 percent were white. 

-~ The largest proportion (41 percent) lived in the 
South. 


2The 1975 data for white and black and other farmworkers 
in this report, except data in table 2, are not comparable to data 
published in the Hired Farm Working Force series in previous 
years for these groups. In this report, white, Spanish origin, and 
black and others are three mutually exclusive groups. In previous 
reports, workers were classified into only two groups~ white and 
black and other, Had previous years’ definitions been used in 
1975, the majority of Spanish-origin workers would have been 


‘classified in the white group, but some would have been classi- 


fied in the black and other group. For more detail, see appendix 
B. 
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HIRED FARMWORKERS 
By Residence 
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Residence of hired farmworkers in December of the 
reference years. 


Figure J 


54 percent of all hired farmworkers were not 
in the labor force most of the year, the major- 
ity of these were students. 


Hired farmwork was the principal activity of 


25 percent of all farmworkers in 1975; 16 per- 
sent’ did nonfarm work as their principal 
activity. 

45 percent of hired farmworkers worked on 
farms less than 25 days (casual workers); 32 
percent worked between 25 and 149 days 
(seasonal); 9 percent worked between 150 and 
249 days (regular); and 13 percent worked 250 
days or more (year-round workers). 

79 percent of the farmworkers lived in off- 
farm places; 81 percent of these Were casual 
and seasonal workers, Figure 1 compares the 
current residence patterns of all hired farm- 
workers with those of the late 1940's, 


: ~ 4L percent of all hired farmworkers had non- 


farm jobs at some time dusiig the year. 


Man-Days of Farmwork 

In 1975, hired farmworkers performed a total of 224 
million man-days of farmwork.? Regular and year-round 
workers did 68 percent of the farmwork (measuréd by 


JA person completing at least 1 hour of farmwork during 
‘the day is credited with a manday of work, 


man-days of work), but comprised only 22 percent of 
the hired farm work force. On the other hand, seasonal 
workers comprised 33 percent of the work force but 
did only 25 percent of the work, Casual workers ac- 
counted for 45 percent of the farmworkers and did § 
percent of the work (lig. 2)--Mignant- workers did: 7 per- 
cent of the total man-days of farmwork. 


Average Earnings from Farmwork 
and Days Worked 

During 1975, hired farmworkers earned an average 

of SIASS, or $17.50 per day for 85 days of farm- 
“work.? When casual workers were excluded, the core 
hired farm work toree (doing 25 days or more of farm- 
work), averaged $2,584 in annual earnings, or $17.70 
per day for 146 days of farmwork, (Average daily carn- 
ings were not significantly different: for these two 
groups). 

Average daily farm earnings were highest in the West, 
at $20.45 per day tor 105 days of farmwork. Daily earn- 
ings were lowest in the Northeast, averaging $14.85 per 
day for 87 days. 

Average days worked on farms and earnings received 
varied considerably among different segments of the 
hired farm work foree: 

Casual workers earned $133 yearly for 10 days 
© armwork, an average of $13.50 per day, 
Seasonal workers employed from 25 to 74 
days earned $708, averaging 45 days of farm- 
work and $15.70 a day; workers employed 
from 75 to 149 days eamed $1,824, averaging 
105 days of farmwork and $17.30 per day, 
Regular workers earned $3,100 for 192 days 
of work at $16.10 per day. (These average daily 
earnings did not differ significantly from those 
of seasonal workers employed between 75 and 
149 days.) 
Year-round workers earned $5,873 for 311 
days of farmwork at $18.90 per day. 

~ Those who were engaged in hired farmwork as 
their major activity during the year had annual 
farm earnings of $4,276 for an average of 220 
days of work at $19.50 per day: — 
Hired farmworkers who were not in the labor 
force most of the year (mainly housewives and 
students) averaged $500 in annual earnings for 
41 days of farmwork at $12.10 per day, 
Workers who were employed only in farmwork 
during the year earned $1,975 for 111 days of 
farmwerk, averaging $17.75 per day, 
Hired farmworkers who also did some nonfarm 
work earned $781 in farm earnings for 47 days 
of farmwork at $16.60 per day and $2,607 in 
nonfarm earnings for 121 days of work at 
$21.50 per day. 


4 All dollar carnings reported exchide the value of perquisites 
or fringe benefits furnished by employers, 
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HIRED FARMWORKERS 
_ AND MAN-DAYS WORKED 


‘MIL. WORKERS 


REGULAR & 
YEAR ROUND * 
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“MIL. DAYS WORKED 


| 1945 ‘50 ‘55 ‘60 ‘65 ‘70 ‘75 
: - % Worked 150 or more days. OQ Worked 25-149 days. 
| & Worked less than 25 days. -Q Interpolated 

ey Ht {data not available). 
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Ethnicity 

Whites accounted for the majority of all hired farm- 
workers in 1975, However, Spanish-origin farmworkers 
received higher annual earnings from farmwork and 
averaged more days of farmwork than either whites or 


.-blacks.and others, 


In 1975: 

- 72 percent of all hired farmworkers were 

white, 11 percent were of Spanish origin, and 
17 percent were black and other. 
Most black and other hired farmworkers were 
located in the South (85 percent); 54 percent 
of the Spanish-origin workers resided in the 
West; whites were more even'y distributed 
among the four regions, 

~ 47 percent of the whites, 45 percent of the 
blacks and others, and 27 percent of the Span- 
ish-origin farmworkers did less than 25 days 
of farmwork in 1975 (fig. 3). (The percentages 
of whites and blacks and others working for 
sess than 25 days did not differ significantly 
from each other.) 

~ Spanish-origin farmworkers averaged 110 days 
of farmwork, compared with an average of 81 
days for white workers and 88 days for blacks 
und others. (Average days worked by whites 
and blacks and others did not differ signifi- 
cantly from each other.) 

- Annual. farm: earnings of Spanish-origin farm 
workers averaged $2,154, This was signifi- 
cantly higher than averages of $1,524 for 
blacks and others and $1,379 for white farm- 
workers, (However, earnings of white and black 
and other farmworkers were nut significantly 
different from each other.) 

~ 46 percent of all black and other farmworkers 
were females compared. with 31 percent of the 
Spanish-origin and 19 percent of the white 
workers, (The percentage of Spanish-origin 
female workers did not differ significantly from 
other ethnic groups.) 

- 46 percent of the white hired farmworkers also 
had nonfarm employment; 28 percent. of the 
blacks“and others and 25 percent of the Span- 
ish-origin farmworkers did both farm and non- 
farm work. (Percentages. for Spanish-origin and 
blacks and others were not significantly differ- 
ent from each other.) 


MIGRANT FARMWORKERS 


There were 188,000: migrant farmworkers in 1975, 
about’ 7 percent of the total hired farm working force. 
The long-term annual trend for these workers by dura- 
tion of farmwork is shown in figure 4. Since the late 
1960's, the annual numberof migratory farmworkers 
has not changed significantly. 


HIRED FARMWORKERS, 1975 
By Days of Farmwork and Ethnic Groups 
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Figure 3 


MIGRANT FARMWORKERS 
By Days of Farmwork 


THOUS, 


In 1975: 
— Nearly 40 percent of all migrant farmworkers 
worked on farms between 25 and 74 days. 
— The average number of days of farmwork for 
all migrants was 95. 


— Migrants earned an average of $2,003 from 


~~-rfarmwork during the year. ~~ 

— 60 percent of all migrants were employed only 
in farmwork during 1975; this group’s annual 
earnings averaged $2,656. 

— 39 percent of the migrants also had nonfarm 
jobs. This group earned an ‘average $1,107 
from farmwork and $3,317 from nonfarm 
work, 


— About half of the migrants were located in the 
South at the time of the survey (December 
1975). The other migrants were about equally 
divided between the western and northern 
regions, — 

— 43 percent (81,000) of all migrants were house- 


hold heads. Among these farmworkers, 83 per- 


cent performed 25 or more days of farmwork 
during the year. 

-- 63 percent of the migrants were white, 25 per- 
cent were of Spanish origin, and 12 percent 
were black and others. 


CHANGES AND TRENDS IN THE HIRED FARM WORKING FORCE 


Composition 

Tables 2 and 3 show forselected characteristics 3-year 
averages comparing the periods, 1963-65 and 1973-75. 
Significant changes occurred in the characteristics of 
farmworkers between these periods. 

The number of hired farmworkers declined 20 per- 


, cent between these years. While the number of workers 


* declined in all age groups, the decline was greater in 
some age groups than in others. Numbers in the age 

intervals of 25-44 years and 45-64 years decreased most 

, (table 2). As a result, the median age of hired farm- 


; -. workers dropped from 25 years in 1963-65 to 23 years 
Fin 1973-75, 


The racial composition and distribution of the hired 
“farm working force also changed over the last 10 years, 
_with fewer blacks and others doing farmwork in. the 
1970's. The number ‘of blacks and others declined 59 
percent over the earli¢t period, while the number of 
whites remained relatively stable. Thus, blacks accounted 
for only 16 percent of all-hired farmworkers in 1973-75, 
“ep to 30 percent as 1963-65.5 


"Region 

During 1963-65, about one-half of all hired farm- 
workers lived in the South (table 2). However, by 1973- 
75, the number of hired farmworkers in the South had 
declined by 43 percent. In comparison, the number of 


_. farmworkers residing in the Northeast declined .20.per-...... 


~~ Gent,-while. the. North-Central gained about 20 percent. 
_. The’ Western region also showed a slight increase but this 
' change was not significant. The 1973-75 averages show 
. that 38 percent of the hired farmworkers resided in the 
South, 27 percent in the North Central, 26 percent in 
the West, and 9 percent in the Northeast. (The percent- 
. ages for the North Central and the West are not signifi- 


cantly different from each other.) 


eo" 


Spata were not available for Spanish-origin farmworkers 
during these periods... 


Duration of Farmwork 

The number of hired farmworkers in all durations of 
farmwork except for year-round workers (doing 250 
days or more of farmwork) decreased over the 10-year ° 
period (table 2). Year-round workers showed a slight - 
increase of 3.3 percent but this change was not signifi- 
cant. In the 1973-75 period, about 43 percent of the 
farmworkers were casual, 34 percent were seasonal, 9 
percent were regular, and 14 percent were year-round 
workers, 


Man-Days of Farmwork 
During the last 10 years, there were decreases in both 


the number of hired farmworkers and the amount of ~ — 


farmwork done, as measured by number of man-days 
(table 3), However, the decline in number of mz>-days 
(11.5 percent) was not proportionate to the dec .e in 
workers (20.3 percent). Thus, while farmworkers as a 
group worked fewer man-days in 1973-75 than in 
1963-65, they averaged more days of farmwork per 
worker, Year-round workers as a group continued to do 
about the same amount of farmwork as in the earlier 
period, but the number of man-days decreased for all 
other groups. 


Annual Earnings . 

Hired farmworkers’ average annual earnings from all 
sources.more than..doubled. between 1965 and 1975, 
increasing from: $1,054 ‘to $2,552 over: the 10-year 
period (fig. 5).6 The greatest increase in earnings oc- 
curred between 1971.and 1973. 

The increase in earings has been the result of both 
a greater. number of days worked and higher daily 
earnings. The average number of days. worked (farm 
and nonfarm) increased 10 percent over the 10-year 
period; daily earnings ranged from $8.55 in 1965 to 
$18.95 in 1975. Annual earnings from both farm and 
nonfarm work increased significantly, although nonfarm 


SThese. earning levels were not adjusted for price. changes. 
ad 


HIRED FARMWORKERS 
By Average Annual Earnings and Days Worked 
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Figure 5 


earnings showed a greater percentage increase than farm 
earings. This was duc primarily to an increase in days of 


‘nonfarm work. Although there were year-to-year varia- 
‘tions, the average number of days of farmwork remained 
_ telatively constant. 


Chief Activity 


Of the 1.5 million hired farmworkers performing at 
least 25 days of farmwork in: 1975, 47 percent cited 


_ farmwork as their chief activity during the year; 42 per- 


cent said that they were not in the labor force most of 
the year. (While these percentages do not differ signifi- 
cantly, “farmwork” and “not in the labor force” are the 
two most frequently cited chief activities.) Figure 6 indi- 


. Cates annual. trends in. the. distributions of hired. farm- 


workers by. chief activity for the years 1962 through 
1975. —_— 
Within the group of workers citing hired farmwork as 


their major activity during 1975 (fig. 7), those who did 
hired farmwork only represented the largest, proportion | 
(76 percent), Although year-to-year variations have oc- . | 
curred, this proportion is growing, The proportion of 
farmworkers performing nonfarm work in combination | 
with farmwork ‘has remained relatively stable, but the 
proportion whose major activity during the year was 
other farmwork (farm operator or unpaid family mem- 
ber working on the farm) has been declining. This declin- - 
ing trend is consistent with the decline in the number of 
small farms during the period. 

Among those workers not in the labor force most of . 
the year, the greatest change has occurred in the group. | 
citing school attendance as their chief activity (fig. 8). In. _ | 
1962, 50 percent of the persons who were not in the; 
labor force most of the year. were.students,. compared» - 
with 73 percent in 1975. The proportion who were” 
keeping house most of the year declined from 36 per | 
cent in 1962 to 17 percent in 1975. ; 


DISTRIBUTION OF HIRED FARMWORKERS* , . 


... Whose chief activity was 
farmwork by kind of 
farmwork performed most 
of year ; 


... Who were not in the 
labor force most of the year, 
by their chief nonlabor force 


activity 


... by their chief activity 
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1962 '15 "62 ‘75. ‘62 
%® Workers who did 25 days or more of hired farmwork during each year. 

& Includes operating a farm and unpaid family labor. 

Figure 6 Figure 7 Figure 8 
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STATISTICAL TABLES 


~};-Number of hired: farmworkers; by duration of farmwork, 1945-75 


. Number of hired farmworkers, by race, age, region, and duration of farmwork; averages 1963-65 
and 1973-75 


. Man-days of hired farmwork for workers, by duration of farmwork; averages 1963-65 
and 1973-75 


. Distribution of hired farmworkers, by selected characteristics, 1975 


. Distribution of hired farmworkers and man-days of farmwork, by selected characteristics, 1975 
. Distribution of hired farmworkers, by duration of farmwork, and selected characteristics, 1975 


. All hired farmworkers: Average number of days worked and earnings from farm and nonfarm 
work, by selected characteristics, 1975 


. All hired farmworkers: Distribution by average daily earnings and selected characteristics, 1975 


. Workers who did 25 days or more of hired farmwork: Average number of days worked and 
earnings from farm and nonfarm work, by selected characteristics, 1975 


. Workers who did less than 25 days of hired farmwork: Average number of days worked and 
earnings from farm and nonfarm work, by selected characteristics, 1975 


. Workers who did only hired farmwork: Average number of days worked and earnings, by 
selected characteristics, 1975 


. Workers who did both hired farm and nonfarm work: Average number of days worked and 
earnings, by selected characteristics, 1975 


Workers who did only hired farmwork and workers who did both hired farm and nonfarm‘work: 
Distribution by selected characteristics, 1975 
Appendix Tables 


Standard error tables 


Table 1~-Number of hired farmworkers, by duration of farmwork, 1945-75 1/ 


Duration of hired farmwork during the vear 


* Less than * 25-74 * 75-149 + 150-249 + 250 days 
25 days : days 3 days : days > or more- 


Thousands 


1945 :, 3,212 339 
1946 : 2,770 340 
1947 : 3,394 7 411 
1948 : 3,152 { 597 
1949 : 4,140 6 526 
1950 >:  4,3h2 2/ 2, 2/ 
1951 : 3,274 2 379 
1952 : 2,980 2 32h 


1954 : 3,009 


1956 : 3,575 920 
1957 :. 3,962 1,044 
1958 : 4h,e1e : 2/ 
1959 : 3,577 Lui 863 
1960 : 3,693 868 
1961 > 3,488 B49 
1962 : .3,622 1 933 
1963 : 3,597 : 771 
1964 : 3,370 ¢ 92h 
1965 : 3,128 807 
1966 +) 2,763 TT 
1967 :.' 3,078 ° 738 
1968 : °° 2,919 731 
1969 deg OTR 718 
1970 2° 2,488 623 
“A9TL. 2° 52,550 648 
1972 25 “2,809 - 663 
1973 eis iQGOTL 567 
1974 ; , 2,737 619 27k 
1975 : 2,638 556 228 


Numbers of workers for 1959 and succeeding years are rounded to the nearest. thousand 
without beiag adjusted to group totals. 


1/ No survey conducted in 1953 and 1955. 
2/ Data not: available. 


Table 2--Number of hired farmworkers, by race, age, region, duration 
of farmwork; averages 1963-65 and 1973-75 


3-year averages * ‘Percent of total 
Selected * enemas Percentage | 
characteristics : 1963465 : 1973+75 change 


1963-65 + 1973+75 


: ~ - - Thousands - - - 


Total : | 3,365 2,682 
Race 1/ : 
White : 2,340. 2,255 
Black and 3 
others 3 «h,025 
Age : 
14-17 : 971 
18-24 ; 690 
25-4h : 859 
45-64 : 693 
65+ : 152 


Region : 
Northeast : 295 
North Central : 602 
South 2 1,798 
West : 670 


Duration of 
farmwork : 
Less than 25. : 1,456 
25-7h ! 83h 
75-149 3 401 
150-249 H 306 
250+ i 369 


i 


1/ Data were not available for Spanish-origin hired farmworkers for these 
periods. 


Table s—Man-days of hired farmwork for workers, by duration of farmwork3 
averages 1963-65 and 1973-75 


¢ 


3-year averages : | Percent of total 


Duration of : : ——} Percentage~." = 
formyork ', 1968-65) 1) ig73¢75, 7s MBREP. 1963-65: 1973473 


: +--+ - Millions - - - 
: : See 
‘ Total . $ 270 239 


Less than 
25 days : 13 11 


25-74 ; 37 26 
—TS1W9 the 3h 
Ae it 150-249 : 


250+ 


Table 4--Distribution of hired farmworkers, by selected characteristics, 1975 


Number of workers Percentage distribution 


. Selected t : 
Bherscversyehes * Total ; Male * Female : Total : Male. ; Female 


- -- - Thousands - - - - Percent - - -.- 


ALL WORKERS, 1975 2° 2,638 2,036 602 


ETHNICLTY ae 
White ¢ 1,907 1,534 373 
Spanish origin é 285 197 88 
Black and others : 446 305 141 


CHIEF ACTIVITY ‘ 
Farmwork H 741 682 
Hired farmwork : 659 
Without nonfarm work 528 
With nonfarm work : 131 
Other farmvork i/ : 82 
‘Nonfarm work : 433 
Unemployed : 48 
Not in labor force : 1,416 
Keeping house 
Attending school 
Other 


RESIDENCE AND AGE 
oo" ALL workers 
14-17 years 
18-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54" 
55-64, 
65 and over 
‘Farm residence 
14-17 years 
18-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45=54 | 
55-64 
.65 and over 
Nonfarm residence 
14-17 years 
18-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
65, and over 


MIGRATORY STATUS AND AGE 
Migratory 
14-17 years 
18-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
65 and over 


See Footnotes at end of table. Continued 


Table 4--Distribution of hired farmworkers, by selected characteristics, 1975--Continued 


Selected $ 
characteristics 3 


Number. of..workers : Percentage distribution 


. 
3 
: 
: 
. 


‘ Total : Male : Female Total : Male 3 Female 


4g ~- - - - Thousands - - - - - - - - Percent 
Nonmigratory : 2,450 1,893 557 

14-17 years ‘ 788 594 194 

18-24 : 660 533 127 

23-34 : 362 290 72 

35-44 : 196 120 * 76 

45-54 H 182 146 36 

55-64 * 141 #108 33 

65 and over : 120 101 18 


REGION : 2,638 2,036 602 
Northeast : 227 176 51 
North Central H 674 566 107 
South : 1,074 822 252 
West " H 664 472 192 


WORKERS WHO DID 25 NAYS OR 
MORE OF HIRED FARMWORK 


MIGRATORY STATUS AND AGE 
All workers 
14-17 years 
18-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 | 
55-64 
65. and over 
Migratory 
14-17 years 
18-24 
25-34 
35-44 
"45-54 
samaritan Re Bh 
65 and over 
Nonmigratory 
14-17 years 
18-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
65 and over 


“0 


TOTAL FARM EARNINGS 
Less than $100 
$100-199 
200-499 
500-999 
1,000-2,999 
3,000-4 ,999 
5 ,000-7 499 
7,500-9 ,999 
10,000 and over 


See footnotes at end of table. yt : Cont tinued 


Table 4--Distribution of hired farmworkers, by selected characteristics, 1975--Continyed 


Number of workers Percentage distribution 


Selected 
characteristics 


Total : Male * Female Total Male : Female 


- - - - Thousands - - - - - --- Percent ---- 
TOTAL FARM AND NONFARM i 
NONFARM EARNINGS + «1,458 1,201 257 100 100 100 
Less than $100 : 9 <6 3 1 2/ 1 
$100-199 : 44 31 12 3 3 5 
200-499 3 117 68 49 8 6 19 
500-999 : 202 158 44 14 13 17 
1,000-2,999 : 465 368 98 32 31 38 
3,000-4 ,999 ‘ : 287 246 41 20 20 16 
5,000-7 ,499 : 177 174 3 12 14 1 
7,500-9,999 ; 80 77 3 5 6 1 
10,000 and over : 78 73 5 5 6 2 
WORKERS WHO DID LESS THAN : 
25 DAYS OF HIRED FARMWORK : 
MIGRATORY STATUS AND AGE : 
All workers : 1,180 835 345 100 100~ 100 
14-17 years : 506 354 152 43 42 44 
* 18-24 : 307 239 67 26 29 20 
; : 25-34 $ 165 115 50 14 14 15 
35-44 : 68 ° 33 34 6 4 10 
45-54 : 43 30 13 4 4 4 
‘ 55-64 : 38 23 16 3 3 5 0 ea 
65 and over : 53 41 12 4 5 3 f 
4 Migratory : 45 37 8 3/ 3/ 3/ 
q 14-17 years : 22 19 -- -- -- 
18-24 t 14 11 3 -- -- - 
25-34 : 7 5 2 -- -- - 
35-44 : 2 2 0 -- -- -- 
45-54 : 0 0 0 == “« ae 
be 55-64 ; 0 0 0 =< ss wine 
65 and. over 3 0 0 0 -- -- -- 
Nonmigratory : 1,135 798 336 100 100 100 
14-17 years : 484 334 149 43 42 44 
18-24 ¢ 292 228 64 26 29 19 
25-34 : 158 110 48 14 14 14 
35-44 2+ 666 32 34 6 4 10 
45-54 $ 43 30 13 4 4 4 
55-64 : 38 23 16 3 3 5 
5 5 3 


65 and over : 53 41 12 


Numbers of vorkers are rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted te group totals. 
1/ Includes operating a farm and unpaid family labor. 
2/ Less than 0.5 percent. 

a : 3/ Percentages not shown where base is less than 50,000 persons. 


No J 


4 
ere] 


Table 5--Distribution of hired farmworkers and man-days of farmwork 
by selected characteristics, 1975 


Number of workers Man-days of 


Selected , ‘ hired farmwork 
characteristics : ~ - : ; 7 
* Total ' Male { Female ‘ Total ! Male | Female 
: - - - Thousands - - - - - - Millions - - - 
ALL WORKERS, 1975 : 2,638 2,036 602 224 197 28 
ETHNICITY : 
White *.1,907 1,534 373 154 136 18 
Spanish origin > 285 197 88 31 27 5 
Black and others > = 446 305 141 39 34 5” 
MIGRATORY STATUS 7 
Migratory > 188 143 45 18 16 2 
Nonmigratory * 2,450 1,893 557 207 18125 
DURATION OF FARMWORK ™ : 
Less than 25 days *1,180 835 345 12 8 4 
25-74, > = 556 407 149 25 19 6 
75-149 : 6319 261 58 34 28 6 
150-249 > =228 195 33 44 38 6 
250 and over > 355 338 17 110 105 5 
, See ee ee eS Percent --------- 
ALL WORKERS, 1975 + 100 100 100 150 100 100 
ETHNICITY : 
White : 72 75 62 68 69 64 
Spanish origin : 11 10 15 13 13 16 
Black and others : 17 15 23 17 17 19 
MIGRATORY STATUS : 
Migratory 3 7 7 7 7 7 8 
Nonmigratory © : 93 93 93 92 92 91 
DURATION OF FARMWORK : 
Less than 25 days H 45 41 57 5 3 14 
25-74 : 21 20 25 1l 9 22 
75-149 : 12 13 10 14 14 22 
150-249 : 9 10 5 19 19 22 
250 and over : 13 17 3 49 53 18 


Numbers of workers are rounded to the nearest thousand, and numbers of man- 
days are rounded to the nearest million without being adjusted to group totals. 


15 


18 


Table 6--Distribution of hired farmworkers, by duration of farmwork, and selected characteristics, 1975 


Less 
than 


; Selected ; Total 
characteristics  * workers‘ 
ALL WORKERS, 1975 : 2,638 
ETHNICITY 3 
White : 1,907 
Spanish origin ¢ 285 
Black and others : 446 
L SEX AND AGE H 
is Boch sexes 3 
14-17 years : 835 
18-24 : 733 
25-34 Hy 393 
—_ 35-44 : 219 
45-54 : 193 
55-64 H 144 
45 and over : 120 
- : Males + 2,036 
: ‘ 14-17. years $ 631 
18-24 : 587 
25-34 : 314 
35-44 : 137 
45-54 : 155 
55-64 H tL 
65 and over +> 101 
} ‘ 
* Females : 602 
14-17 years $ 204 
18-24 H 147 
25-34 H 79 
35-44 Hy 82 
45-54 : 38 
” 55-64 t 3 
~ 65 and over : 18 
RES LDENCE. H 
Farm : 565 
Nonfarm * 2,073 
{ MIGRATORY STATUS t 
; Migratory | '. 188 
Nonmigratory ' 2,450 
&. . 
REGION 3 
i Northeast 3 227 
, North Central $ 674 
; South $1,074 
i West : 664 


‘ Numbers of workers are rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals. 


1/ Less than 0.5 percent. 


2/ Percentages not shown where base is less than 50,000 persons. 


19 


1,180 


901 
77 
202 


91 
345 
495 
249 


219 
4G 
56 


26 
70 
119 
103 


Number of hired farmworkers 


155 
33 
40 


239 


Moe 
wow 


war 
aowvron 


~ 


Or Ss wonn~s 


ne 
Nw 
us 


tN 
= 


326 


30 
74 
124 
127 


Total * 


100 


Percentage distribution 


: Percentage working 

Oe re ie or 

* than ? 25-3 75- : 150~idays 

> 95 ¢ 75 $149 ¢ 249 tang 

: days ; days : days : days ¢ over 

oe PARCERE Sera es Bi se 
45 21 12 9 13 
47 21 V1 8 13 
27 28 7 15 12. 18 
45 19 13 9 15 
61 27 7 3 2 
42 21 16 :: ee 
42 14 12 13 19 
31 19 16 9, 25 
22 15 19 15 38 
27 23 12 2" 33 
44 20 14 15 7 
41 20 13 10 («17 
56 28 9 4 3 
41 19 16. «9 «9 15 
37 12 13 15. 23 
24 16 16 10 34 
19 10 10 17, 44 
21 20 12 16. 31 
41 24 15 12 8 
57 25 10 5 3 
74 22 1 2 1 
46 30 16 7 | 
63 21 9 6 I/ 
42 23 17 8 9 
31 18 15 130023 
48 22 11 8 LL 
24 40 ll 10 16 
46 20 12 9 13 
40 25 12 10 «13, 
51 21 10 6 it 
46 21 lL 10 «12 
37 19 16 9. 19 


Table Tall hired farmorkers: Average number of days-vorked and earnings from farm and 


Tat : nonfarm work, by aclected characteristics, 1975 
; : Form and nonfarm : Fara : Nonfara 
i satan ohetmeatianeaemeemnnnateammimenemneenimmnamta . 
Selected . hones : : Earnings : : Eoraings : : Earnings . 
characteristics ueekere: Days * meee” Daye ~ * Days © - 
« : ‘worked’ fer‘ ° Por ‘ worked’ Per ‘ Per ‘worked, Per ‘ Per 
’ : : : year | day L/) ; year , day iV ’ year : aay i 


, Thou. No, =~ Dollarg-- ‘io. --~Pollara-- Ne. ~ = Dellars - - 
ALL WORKERS, 1975 ¢ 2,638 135 2,552 18.95 8 1,488 17.50 49 1,065 21.50 
ETHNICITY, AND SEX : 
White : $,907 138 2,635 19.15 AY 1,379 17.10 $7 1,256 22.05 
Spanish origin $ 285 141 2,699 19.10 110 2,154 19.65 ard 545 17.20 
Black and othera : 446 un? 2,105) 17.95 88 1,524 17.25 29 $8i 20.05 
Male .. : : 2,036 51 2,965 . 19.55 7 1,737 18.00 55 1,228 «22.35 
Wilte m 2 21,534 150 2,966 «19.75 89 1,5h8 17.70 62 1,398 = 22.70 
Spanish origin 197 172 3,349 19.50 135 2,670 = 19.80 ” 679° (18.55 
Slack and others 305 145 2,713 18.70 112 1,982 17.70 3 7H 21.95 
Female 602 77 1,156 = 14,95 46 644 «(13.95 HN $12 16.45 ; 
White 373 86 1,274 14,90 48 603 12.65 38 671 17,70 
> Spanish origin Ag 74 1,238 16.80 53 996 818.80 21 249° 11.70 : 
Black and others 141 57 791 = «1380 38 533 14,15 20 25B (13,20. oy 
CHIEF ACTIVITY 
Farmvork 74h 220 4,315 19.60 204 4,002 19.60 16 4 (19,35 
"tired farmvork ‘ 


: 
659 +. 233 4,536 19,45 220 4,276 =19.50 14 289° —«:18,58 
528 235 4,626 | 19,70 235 4,626 19.70 pee a - 
ce 227 4,172 18.35 157 2,864 18,25 71 1,308 18.55 


Without nonfare work 
With nonfarm work 


‘Other rarmwork 2/ 82 115 2,536 22.05 81 1,782 22.10 34 754 = 22.05 i 

* Nonildem work 433 223 §,490 24.65 29 498 °16.90 193 4,992 25,88 7 

Unemployed 3/ 48 -- - Sad -- - -- Sted coed os ; 
Not io labor force 1,416 66 789° «12.05 4] 500 12.10 24 289 (11.95 
Keaping house 231 6l 798 12.95 43 514 11.95 18 2BL «15.20 
Attending school 1,027 67 76600 (11.40 4l 492, 11,85 26 274 = 10.60 
Other 158 60 932 15.60. vv 528 14.20 23 406 (17.95 

RESIDENCE, SEX, AND DURATION 
OF FARMWORK . 
All workers 

Less than 25 days 1,180 80 1,661 = 20.75 10 133 13,50 70 1,528 21.75 
25-74 556 98 1,823 18.60 45 70B «15.70 $3 1,115 21.10 
75-149 9 lap 2,524 18.00 105 1,824 17.30 35 700 = 20.05 
150-249 228 217 3,702 17,05 192 3,100 16.10 25 602 24,45 
250 and over 355 US 5,944 18.85 at 5,873 18.90 4 720 (16.05 
Farm residence 565 146 2,646 18.15 125 2,148 17,15 21 498 24,00 
ae ‘Leas than 25 days 177 42 1,007 24.25 8 154 14,40 3 854 27.65 
- 25-76 101 80 1,593 19.95 46 832 17.90 34 761 = 22.70 
75-149 85 120 1,920 16.00 107 1,733 16.15 13 187 14.40 
150-249 rat 213 3,590 16.85 199 3,272, 16.45 14 M8 = 22.40 
130 320 5,057 17,70 314 5,546 17.65 6 11) 19.30 


250 and over 


Nonfarm resldence 2,073 131 2,527 = 19.20 74 1,308 = 17.65 37 1,219 21.30 


iasa than 25 days 1,003 87 1,777 20.45 10 1300 (13.35 7 1,647 921.35 
= 25274 455 102 1,874 18,40 45 680 15.20 57 1,194 20.90 
75-149 234 148 2,744 = 18.60 105 1,857) 17.75 43 887 = 20.70 
150-249 157 219 3,752) 17,15 189 3,021 15.95 29,0. 73L 26.90 
250 and over 225 v2 6,111 19.55 309 6,062 19.65 4 49° 13.48 
Males 
Leas than 25 days ; 835 94 2,062 21.95 9 133) (14.50 85 1,929 22.75 
25-76 2 407 105 2,009 19.10 46 723) «15.80 59 1,285 21.70 
7$+149 t 261 145 2,629 18.10 106 1,820 17.25 40 810 =. 20.45 
150-249 Hy 195 220 3,934 17,85 194 3,249 16.75 2? 686 = 25.85 
259 and over ‘ : 336 Ws 6,044 19.20 ul 5,979 19.25 4 65 15.55 
q t 
q Fenales $ 
Less than 28 days Hy 345 46 690 14,90 11 1330 11.65 35 $56 «15.95 
274 Hy 149 79 1,317 16.75 43 665 15.40 Bi 652 14,55 
75 and over : 108 174 2,425 113,90 l6L 2,250 13.95 13 175 13,40 
See footnotes at end of table. Cont Inued 
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Table 7+~A1l hired farmworkers: Average number of days worked and earnings from farm and 
nonfarm work, by selected characteristics, 1975—Continued 


Selected 
characteristics 


MIGRATORY STATUS AND DURATION 


+ gg OF FARMWORK 


Migratory 
Less than 25 days 3/ 
25-74 
75-149 3/ 
150 and over 3/ 
Nonmigratory - 
Less than 25 days 
25-74 
75-149 
150-249 
250 and over 


REGION AND ETHNICITY 
Northeast 
White 
Spanach origin 3/ 
Black and others 3/ 
North Central 
White 
Spanish origin 3/ 
Black and others 3/ 
South 
White 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 
West 
White 
Spanish origin 
—e-""" Black and others 3/ 


REGION, MIGRATORY STATUS, 
AND ETHNICITY % 
All workers 
Migratory 
White 
Spanish origin 3/ 
Black and others 3/ 
Nonmigratory 
White 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 
South 
Migratory 
White 3/ 
Spanish origin 3/ 
Black and others 3/ 
Nonmigratory 
White ~" 
Spanish origin 
Black. and others 
West 
Migratory 3/ 
White 3/ 
Spanish origin 3/ 
Black and others 3/ 
Nonmigratory 
White 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 3/ 


Farm and nonfarm Farn : Nonfarm 
$ ‘ae : 
: Earnings : : Earnings A : Earnings 
Days | rn * Days * P , Days ¢ 
worked, Per ° Per * worked, Per °° Per | worked’ Per ° Per 

: . year ; day 1/) , year : day uy ; year | day 1/ 
No. -- Dollars -- No. = - Dollars - - . Nos '~ = pollars ~ + 
155 3,324, 21.40 55 2,003 21.05 60 1,321. 21.90 
114 2,124 18.65 43 738% 17.10 71 1,390 19.55 
133 2,493. 18,75 84 1,448 17.20 49 1,045 21.50 
719 1,620 20.55 10 132) 13,50 69 1,488 = 21.55 
95 1,776 18.60 45 704 = 15.50 50 1,073 21.45 
140 2,534 18,15 105 1,834 17.40 34 700 © 20.45 
219 3,637. 16.60 194 3,034 15.70 26 603 23.35 
315 5,821 18.50 312 5,758 18.45 3 63, 19.40 
138 2,521 18.20, 87 1,287 14,85 52 1,234 23.90 
138 2,442. 17.65 89 1,307 14.65 49 1,136 . 23.10 
136 2,655 19.45 73°" «4,212. | 16.70 64 1,443. 22.55 
138 2,696 19.50 73 1,219. 16.75 65 1,477 22.60 
125 2,177 17.40 80 1,289 16.10 45 889 «19.70 
134 2,385 17.75 78, 1,212 15.60 57. 2,173 20.65 
132° 2,217) :16..75 86 1,448. 16.75 46 770 16.70 
109 1,848 17.00 82 1,355 16,60 27 493 18.25 
147 3,065 20.90 105 2,157 20.45 Al 908 22.10 
140 2,941 21.00 91 1,840 20.15 49 1,101 = 22.60 
152, 3,158 20.75 130 2,758 21,20 22 400 17.95 
169 3,667 21.65 88 1,791 20,40 81 1,876 23.05 
135 2,566. 18.95 BO 1,352 16.85 55. 1,214" 21.95 
149 2,872 19.25 118 2,319 | 19,65 31 553 17.65 
113. 1,973. 17.40 831,362 16.45 30 612 20.05 
146 2,823 19.40 98 1,869 19,00 47 954 20.15 
123 2,115 17.15 78 1,233) 15.75 45 882 19,65 
131 2,308 17.60 76 1,179 15.55 55 1,129 20.40 
150 2,561 = 17.15 101 1,717" 17.00 48 844" 17.40 
105 1,720 16.40 76 1,200 15.70 29 520, 18.25 
145 2,959 20.45 105 2,111 20.10 9 848 21,45 
138 2,816 20.45 91 1,802 19.75 46 1,013 21.85 
154 3,143 20,45 in 2,726. 20.90 23 417 17.95 
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Numbers of workers are rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals. 
1/ Rounded to the nearest 5 cents. 2/ Includes operating a farm and unpaid family labor. 3/ Averages not shown 


where base is less than 50,000 persons. 
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Table 8--All hired farmworkers: Distribution by average daily earnings and 
selected characteristics, 1975 


Average daily earnings from hired farmwork . Median 

Selected “"yTeaw ¥ p5ip0ct 6 $44, 00-#917.00-920-00" daily 
characteristics 5.00-' $8.00-*$11.00-'$14,00-'$17.00-' yearnings 
tworkers: Total: nel 7; 99: 10.99 713.99 * 16.99 * 19. 99 V/ 8 


ALL WORKERS, 1975 


ETHNICITY. AND SEX 
White 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 
Male - 
White 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 
Female 
White 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 


~ 


re 


CWeuUNwvNnNOonuUnNo 
~ -_ 
MUN DOONDMAE~ 


AGE,’ MIGRATORY 
STATUS, AND SEX 
14-19 years 
Migratory 
Nonmigratory 
20 years and over 
Migratory 
- Male 
Female 
Nonmigratory 
Male 
Female 


DURATION OF 

FARMWORK 

Less than 25 days 
25-74 

75-149 

150-249 

250-299 

300 and over 


REGION AND SEX” 
Northeast 
Male 
Female 
North Central 
Male 
Female 
South 
Male 
Female 
West 
Male 
Female 


~ 
maeverwnmonwmnmawunu 


~ 


snaps nents oer itoring pee tresses inn tnheereaetelddenersmnensmvrmonenemnnbaislneaentt 
Numbers of workers are rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals. 
1/ Rounded to the nearest 5 cents. 


2/ Less than 0.5 percent. 
mY] Percentages not shown where base is less than 50, 000 persons, 


' Table 9--Workers who did 25 days or more of hired farmwork: Average number of days worked and earnings 
from farm and nonfarm work, by selected characteristics, 1975 


Farm and nonfarm Farm 


+ Earnings + Barnings 3 + Earnings 
Days. py Days, ere 
worked, Per Per worked, Per : Per, Per 
year iday 1/ °°" ; year day L/ , » year day 1/ 


te oe ee ee 


“™ Setected 
characteristics: 


= 
o8 
co 

a 

7 


oe ee ae 


3 
£ 


i 
f 
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Thou. No. =~ Dollars == No, += Dollars == No. ~ = Dollars - - 
WORKERS WHO DID 25 DAYS OR MORE 
OF HIRED FARMWORK, 1975 


ETHNICITY AND SEX 
White... 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 
Male 

White 
Spanish origin 
_ Black and others 
Female 
White 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 


1,458 179 3,274 «18.30 2,584, 17.70 33 690 24.10 


1,006 182 3,339 18.30 2,497 17.30 842 22.05 
208 172 3,282 19.10 2,892 19.75 390° 15.45 
244 169 2,995. 17.65 2,676 17.55 319 18,95 

1,201 192 3,593 18.75 2,852 18,10 741 21.70 
R62 190 + 3,572 ‘18. 2,690 17.85 881 22.55 
153 200, . 3,859 19.35 3,393. 19.85 466 16,25 
187 193 3,473 18, 3,155 17.85 318 20.10 
257 119 1,781 15.00 1,329 14.35 452 17,30 
144 138 1,954. 14,15 1,346 12.75 608 18.70 

94 1,683 17.85 1,504 19.15 178 11.40 
94 1,440 15,30 1,118 15.15 322 16,05 


SEX AND AGE 5 
Both sexes t 
14-17 years ‘ 
18-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
“55-64 
65 and over 


1,024 10.35 10.75 153 8.50 
3,282 17.75 17.65 782° (18.25 
5,051. 21.95 ‘ 20.75 1,331 26.30 
4,733. 21.70 19.35 1,367" . 30.80 
4,522. 19.40 19.35 446 19.95" 
3,633, 19.60 19.15 418 24.35 
1,579 11.70 11,70 10.95 


Males: 

14-17 years 
18-24 
25634 
35-44 
45-54 
55~64 

65 and over 


1,087, 10.45 10,90 8.65 
3,668 18.30 18,10 18.95 
5,445 | 22.20 20,90 27.15 
5,874 | 23.35 20.85 32.30 
4,889 19.75 19,55 ,, 22.15 
3,884 19.35 19.20 : 21.35 
1,533, 11.65 11,70 10.95 


CHIEP ACTIVITY 
Farnwork 
Hired farmork 
' Without nonfarm work 
.. With nonfarm work 
Other farmwork 2/ 3/ 
Nonfarm work 
“Unemployed 3/ ' 
Not in labor force 
» Keeping house | 
Attending school 
Other 


4,605 19.55 19.60 19,15 
4,655 19.45 19,50 19.10 
4,744 19.70 19.70 ine 
4,290 18,50 18.25 19.10 


5,602) 23,15 71 17.10 ‘25.656 
1,246 12.25 82 12.05 12.95 
1,270, 12.65. 83 12,15 15.20 
1,196 11.65. 82 11.80 11.20 
1,549 15.55. 78 14,00 21.20 


REGION AND ETHNICITY 
Northeast’ 
' White 
Spanish origin 3/ 
Black and others 3/ 
North Central 
White 
Spanish origin 3/ 
Black and others 3/ 
South 
White 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 


“See footnotes at end of table. Contt ued 
; 23 ai 


2,895 16.30 139 14,95 21.30 
2,765. 15.55° 143 14.75 18.65 


ad ~~ == — — 


3,185 17.95 138 16.90 3 21,60 
3,261 18,00. 141 16.95 21.65 


2,889, 16.90 140 16.30 19.60 
3,152 17.25 143 15.70 22.70 
2,401. 16.10 110 16.85 14.05 
2,717 16.60, 150 16.95 13,05 


Oe Ae 00 SF 06 we. 0s, 00 C0 40 cece 0 20 oF oe se ee tae ue Oe Se Oe 40. 6 te te OF OF 40 be, 8e On oP HP CE OO OF EO 60 Oe On OF we On Seon a Oe Od ce O8, ce oe 40 ante bb ee se be ne se ee 


Table 9--Workers who did 25 days or more of hired farmwork: Average number of days worked and earnings 


Selected i 
characteristics 


from farm and nonfarm work, by selected characteristics, 1975—-Continued 


Farm and nonfarm Farm Nonfarm 

; Earnings : Earnings Earnings 
Days | - Days* - Days 

worked’ Per : Per worked, Per Per ° worked , Per Per 
year ‘day 1/ * * year “day I/ *. year ‘day 1/ 


No. -- Dollars -- No. =~ Pollars~- (No. == Dollars ~ = 


REGION AND ETHNICITY--Cont. 


West 
White 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 


4,004 
3,895 
4,082 


REGION, MIGRATORY STATUS, 
AND ETHNICITY 
_All workers 
Migratory 
White 
Spanish origin 3/ 
Black and others 3/ 
Nonmigratory 
White 
Spanish-origin 
Black and others 


South 
Migratory 
White 3/ 
Spanish origin 3/ 
Black and others 3/ 
Nonmigratory 
White 
Spanish origin 
Black and others 
Weet 
Mipratoty 3/ 
Nonmigratory 


NONMIGRATORY WORKERS, SEX, AND : 
ETHNICITY : 
Nonmigratory 
Male 
White 
‘Spanish origin 
Black and others 
Female 
White 
Spanish origin 3/ 
*. Black and others 


HOUSEHOLD STATUS AND 
MIGRATORY STATUS $ 
Household heads 232 4,788 20.65 = 194 3,827. 19.75 
Migratory 230 5,216 22.65 178 4,201 23.60 
Nonmigratory $ 232 4,742. 20.45 196 3,786 19,35 
Other household members 132 1,948 14.75 104 1,495 14.35 
Migratory 117 2,019 17.30 fe 1,152, 16.10 
Nonmigratory e : 134 1,941 14,50 108 1,532 14,25 


iumbers of workers are rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals, 
_ Lf Rounded to the nearest 5 cents. 

2/ Includes operating a farm and unpaid family labor.. 

3/ Averages not shown where base is less than 59,000 persons. 


Table 10--Workers who did less than 25 days of hired ‘farmork: Average number of days worked and earnings 


from farm and nonfarm work, by selected. characteristics, 1975 


: ; Farm and nonfarm} wm : Nonfarm 
. : 
Selected : bg : ‘ Earnings # ; Earnings || ; Rarnings 
: characteristics egotkete Days Z ; ~ Days SS, Days Rane nas ae eee 
ah OE eg Fy F ; worked |: Per : Per : worked Per {Per ~ worked’: Per > Per 
S d =! y bead day 1/° , Year) day 1/) - 1 year ' day 1/ 
jou, No.’ == Dollars -- No. ~~ Dollars +- No. = = Dollars ~ =" 


WORKERS WHO DID LESS THAN 25 


_ DAYS OF HIRED FARMWORX 1,180 80 1,661 | 20.75 10 133° $13.50. 70 
SEX AND AGE 

Both sexes H 

el years 506 33 2567.90 re 128 1,85 22 

18-2 307 121 - 2,470 20.50 10 149 15.400 AL 

25-36 165 155 4,083. 26.40 8 120, 14.35 146 

35-44 68 98 3,080 31.50 9 152) 16.25 88 

45-54 2/ * 43 -- i id =n = o wate 

55-64 27 38 sat pes oa ue ne ~ 

65 and over 33 32 453° 14.35 10 147) 15,05 22 

* Males: 835, 94 2,062, 21.95 9 133 14.50 85 

14-17 years 354 35 287) 8,.25 10 127. 12.15 24 

18-24 239 134° 2,805 | 20.95 9 154. 16,65 125 

25-34 15 194. 5,428 28,00 6 107, 16.55 «187 

35-44 2/ 33 -~ -- -- = -- -- -- 

~ 48 and over 94 7h 1,767 23.95 8 133° 15.70 65 

Females 345 46 690. 14.90 lL 1330 11.65 35 

L417 years: 152 27 186 6.85 12 132 11.15 15 

18-24 67 73) 1,284 17.55 va 130° (11.65 62 

25-34, 50 65 990 15.30 13 149 11.75 52 


45 and over 2/ 


CHIEF ACTIVITY 
Hired farmork and ' 
‘other farmwork 3/ 

Nonfarm work 

Unemployed 2/ 


Not in labor force 
Keeping house '**~ 
Attending school 
Other 


MIGRATORY STATUS ; 
Migratory 2/ | , ~~ oa es 
Nonmigratory 4135 79 1,620. 20.55 «10 «132, «13,50 69 

" HOUSEHOLD STATUS AND ° 

MIGRATORY STATUS 


Household heads 49 155 3,972 = 25.60 7 120 16,25 148 

~ Migratory 2/ 14 - - -- = ~ 
Nonmigratory 335 151. 3,822. 25.30 7 122 16.40 144 

Other household members 831 48 692, 14.30 ll 139 12.75 38 
Migratory 2/ 32 oad on a “ - oat 
Nonmigratory 800 49 698 = 14.35 ll 137 12,70 38 


$ 
t 
’ 
: 
Hy 
2 
: 
t 
3 
t 
H 
; 
t 
; 
H 
z 
: 
H 
35-44 2/ . : 36 ow tote oe ~~ os! ‘ooh heen 
t 
‘ 
t 
H 
t 
3 
: 
t 
$ 
$ 
t 
$ 
: 
3 
t 
: 
4 
: 


1,528 


21.75 


‘2455 


Nunbers. of ethees are rounded to the nearest thousand without being Ahares to group totals. 
1/ Rounded to tlie nearest 5 centa. 


2/ Averages not shown where base is less than 50,000 persons. 
3/ Includes operating 4 farm and unpaid family labor. 


3 
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Table 1l--Workers who did only hired farmwork: Average number of days worked and 
earnings, by selected characteristics, 1975 


Hired farmworkers Workers who did hired farmwork only 


cme 


$ 
Selected : Ur par 3 ; Farm 
characteristics : Number : es io ak : sie : : acca 
‘ of : earnings from, Qoryers ¢ Days ee ar eee 
: ; Workers ~ -nonfarm work’ ; ; worked ; Per year , Per day 1/ ; 
; Thou. Pet. Thou. No. . + ~~ Dollars - - - < 
ALL WORKERS, 1975 + | 2,638 40 1,560 1 1,978 jou. 175 ‘ 
ETHNICITY AND SEX 2 
White + 1,907 46 1,028 110° 1,917 17.35 x 
Spanish origin ¢ 285 25 213 125 2,511 19.95 Pn 
Black and others t 446 28 9 103 1,803 17.40 
ee Male 6 2” 2,036" 41 1,195 129 2,363 18.20 
White ; + 1,534 46 828 123 2,221 18.00 ; 
, Spanish origin 3 (197 26 145 157 3,147 19.95 i 
Black and others 3 305 27 222 134 2,378 17.65 
Fenale : 602 39 365 51 705 13.75 
White Hy 373 46 201 58 664 11.45 Lod 
Spanish origin Hy 88 22 68 58 1,148 19.75 
Black and others 4 141 31 97 32 478 14.75 
hog $ 
j CHIEF ACTIVITY © $ 
a - Farmork : 741 21 579 222 4,392 19,80 
A Hired farowork : 659 19 528 234 4,625 19.70 
Without nonfarm work $ 528 . -- 528 234 4,625 19,70 
With nonfarm work t $31. + 100 -- -- = - 
‘ Other farmwork 2/ H 82 v7 51 88 1,964 22.30 
Nonfarm work $ 433 100 -- - -< - 
Unemployed $ 48 28 3/34 -- - - 
+ Not in labor force + 1,416 34 933 46 538 11,65 
beats «we Keeping house H 231 31 158 46 539 11,65 
Attending school : 1,027 35 667 46 531 11.35 
Other : 158 31 108 42 577 13.55 
3 
DURATION OF FARMWORK $ 
Less than 25 days : 1,180 50 588 il 143 12,80 
25 days and over : 1,458 33 972 71 3,082 17,95 
RESIDENCE H 
Farm 3 565 22 435 139 2,376: 17.05 
Non@rm : 2,073 45 1,125 100 1,819 18.10 
* t 
MIGRATORY STATUS H 
Migratory : 188 39 113 120 2,656 22,00 
Nonmigratory 1 2,450 40 1,447 110 1,922 17.40 
REGION AND DURATION Hy 
OF FARMWORK g FY 
Northeast H 227 43 “4 129 113 1,644 14,45 
Less than 25 days : 91 59 337 ~ - “- 
25~149 | H 82 40 sag ~~ -- ~-* 
150 and over : 53 20 3/42 aead -- == 
North Central : 674 49 338 103 1,80) 17.35 
Less than 25 days $ 345 60 135 iL 153 13,80 
. 25-149 ; 214 47 113 66 874 13.25 
4 150 and over ; 115 21 90 289 5,427 18.75 
q * South 2 1,074 35 690 98 1,587 16.15 a 
P Less than 25 days H 495 39 298 i 145 12,45 ‘ ‘ 
f 25-149 349 44 194 68 1,055 15.40 
: 150 and over t 230 13 199 256 4,267 16.60 
West . : 664 39 403 139 2,891 20.75 
Less than 25 days 3 249 52 118 10 142 13.10 
4 25-149 H 230 45 125 77 1,593 20.50 
1 150 and over : 185 12 161 281 5,908 21.00 
j u aa 


Numbers of workers are rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals. 
1/ Rounded to the nearest 5 cents. 


2/ Includes operating a farm and unpaid family labor. ‘ ‘ 
3/ Averages not shown where base is less than’ 50,000 persons. 


5 . 
Table 12--Workers who did both hired farm and nonfarm work: Average number of days 
worked and earnings, by selected characteristics, 1975 


Farm Nonfarm 
3 
Days é 


Per } worked! Per 


Farm and nonfarm 
3 . 
* pays ? 
workers; 


: wan Per 


‘ year | 


-- Dollars -- No. ~-Dollars-- No. = ~ Dollars + - 


Selected 


Earnings 
characteristics - 


: 


Earnings 


Per : 
year | day yi 


Earnings 


Per 
year ; day 1/ 


Days. 
Per worked 


day 1/ 


$ 
$ 
: 
: 
3 


: 
$ 
: 
: 
3 


WORKERS WHO ALSO DID SOME : 
NONFARM WORK, 1975 3,388 20,15 47 781 16.60 121 2,607 21.50 


ETHNICITY AND SEX 
White 3,475 20.55 45 16.50 2,726 22,05 
Spanish origin 3,252 17.40 62 A 17.80 . 2,154 17.20 
Black and others 2,862 18.85 50 16.45, 2,039 = 20.05 
Male . ‘ 3,820 20,95 50 17,05 2,974 22.35 
White 3,838 21.15 48 16.80 3,036 22,70 
Spanish origin 3,912 18,55 72 ’ 18.60 2,576 18.55 
Black and others 3,611 20.80 51 18.05 2,696 21.95 
Female 1,851 15.75 14,40 1,301 16.45 
White 1,985 16.85 14.85 1,454 17.70 
Spanish origin 2/ -- - = ad - 
Black and others 2/ -- - boa - es 
CHIEF ACTIVITY ae 
Farmwork 4,038 18.85 18.55 1,439 19.35 
Hired farmwork 4,172 18.35 18.25 1,308 18.55 
. Other farmwork 2/ 3/ ae aa oe ee -- 
Nonfarm work 5,657 24.65 16.85 5,157 25.85 
Unemployed 2/ , . * =< - . = == esis 
Not in labor force 1,274 12.40 13.40 848 = 11,95, 
Keeping house 1,350 14.30 12.75 893 15.20 
_.Attending school ==: 36 cocky 20R N40 32 208, 20 74, 780d £60... onl 
“Other 14689 _ 17,50 16.35 70 1,266 17.95 


DURATION OF FARMWORK 

Farm 3,388 20.15 16.60 2,607 21,50 
Less than 25 days 3,168 21.35 14.45 3,045 21.75 
25-74 3,060 19.55 15.70 2,363 21.10 
75-149 3,526 18.75 17.70 1,690 20.05 
150-249 4,919 17,90 14.85 2,139 24,45 
250 and over 2/ - ciel bad sae 

Nonfarm 3,388 20.15 16.60 2,607 
Less than 25 days 1,043 15.70 16.20 148, 
25-74 1,669 15.40 15.85 709 © 
75-149 3,098 19.10 18.30 2,068 
eek 5,346 23.00 17.10 4,745 


d 7 . 5 0524 i 

Farm and aon éaca 3,388 20.15 16.60 2,607. 
Less than 25 days 159 11.50 12,15 94 
25-74 665 13.35 14.30 403 
75-149 1,868 17.50 15.80 1,229 
150-249 : 3,967 20.25 16.45 3,116 
250 and over 6,539 21.65 17.45 5,200 


RESIDENCE 
Farm 21.10 17.75 2,173 
Nonfarm H 20.00, 43 16.30 2,666 


MIGRATORY STATUS 
Migratory 4,334 20.85 57 17.95 3,317 
Nonmigratory 3 3,317 20.10 46 16.45 2,553 


REGION 
Northeast 3,670 21.55 51 16.05 2,852 
North Central 3,517 20.75 41 15.05 2,900 
South 3,238 18.65 47 15.85 2,485 
West 3,335 21.15 53 19,30 2,315 


Numbers of workers are rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals. 
1/ Rounded to the nearest 5 cents. 2/ Averages not shown where base is lees than 50,000 persons. 3/ Includes 
operating a farm and unpaid family labor. 


Table 13--Workers who did only hired farmwork and workers who did both hired farm 
and nonfarth work: Distribution by selected characteristics, 1975 ; ae 


Workers who ; Workers who did 
did only both hired farm 


Selected hired Eacminre: and nonfarm work 


characteristics 
Farm and 


nonkarti Farm Nonfarm 


Female; Male ; Female: Male ; Female 


Jee 00 20 ce 00 oe 


Thousands 


ALL WORKERS, 1975 3 237 841 237 


Percent 


DURATION OF FARMWORK 


‘ Less’ than 25 days . 25 


25-74 IONS ON: | ae) ener! eee | LE, | NG) MNES Y Semana | haere 
15149 e's 19 15 

150-249 a 24 13 

250 and over ° : t 18 7 


DAILY EARNINGS 


Less than $5.00 
$5.00-7.99 
$8.00-10.99 

00 9 
$14 .00-16.99 
$17.00-19.99 
$20.00 and over 


ANNUAL EARNINGS 


Less than $100 
$100-199 
200-499 
500-999 
1,000-2,999 
3,000-4 ,999 
5 ,000-7 ,499 
7,500-9 ,999 
10,000 and over 


ral . 
: 


1/ Less than 0.5 percent. 


ae 


APPENDIX A: SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES 


Source of Data—The estimates in this report are based 
on data obtained in December 1975 from supplementary 
questions in the Current Population Survey (CPS) of the 
Bureau of the Census, 

The CPS sample was initially selected from 1970 
Census files and is updated continuously to reflect new 
home construction, This sample includes 461 areas com- 
prising 923 counties and independent cities with cover- 
age in each state and the District of Columbia,! Informa- 
tion is collected by trained interviewers from approxi- 
mately 47,000 households each month,? 

The hired farm working force data in this report were 
compiled from supplementary questions to the Current 
Population Survey, These questions were asked of per- 
sons 14 years of age or older who performed farmwork 
for wages or salary during 1975, and concerned number 
of days of farmwork for wage or salary, migratory 
status, hired nonfarm work and wages, chief activity in 
1975, residence, and other matters. Not included were 
persons performing hired farm. work during 1975 but 
who died, entered the Armed Forces, or were no longer 
in the civilian noninstitutional population for other 
reasons prior to the field survey. Also, foreign nationals 
who did hired farmwork in this country and returned to 
their homes before the field collection were not included. 


“The nuniber of foreign nationals admitted declined 


sharply after the termination of Public Law 78 in 
December 1964, and totaled only 11,932 in 1975.3 

The estimating procedure used for the CPS data in- 
volves the expansion of the weighted sample results to 
independent estimates of the civilian noninstitutional 
population of the United States by age, race, and sex. 
These independent estimates are based on statistics 
from the 1970 Census of Population; statistics on births, 
deaths, immigration and emigration, and statistics on the 
1 D 


Reliability of the Estimates—Since the CPS estimates in 
this report are based on a sample, they may differ some- 
what from the figures obtained from a complete census 
even if it had been taken using the same schedules, 
instructions, and enumerators. There are two types of 
errors possible in an estimate based on a sample survey- 

sampling and nonsampling. Sampling standard errors are 
provided for data in this report, but the extent of non- 
sampling error is unknown. Consequently; particular 
care should be exercised in the interpretation of figures 
based on a relatively small number of cases or on small 
differences between estimates. 


!The survey docs not include Puerto Rico or other terri- 
tories and possessions of the United States, 

2or a detailed explanation of the CPS sampling procedures, 
sce U.S. Bureau of the Census, The Current Population Survey - 
A Report on Methodology, Paper 7, Washington, D.C., U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1963. 

3Unpublished information from the Employment and Train- 
ing Administration, U.S. Department of Labor. Number docs not 
include foreign nationals admitted to do sheepherding or logging. 
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Nonsampling Variability—As in any survey work, the 
results are subject to errors of response and nonreporting 
in addition to sampling variability. Nonsampling errors 
can be attributed to many sources (for instance, inability 
to obtain information about all cases in the sample, 
definitional difficulties, differences in the interpretation 
of questions, inability or unwillingness to provide cor- 
rect information on the part of respondents, inability of 
respondents to recall information, mistakes made in 
collection such as in recording or coding the data, 
mistakes made in processing the data, mistakes made in 
estimating values for missing data, and failure to repre- 
sent all units in the sample). 


Sampling Variability—Since the size of most non- 
sampling errors is unknown, :the reliability of an esti- 
mate is described only in terms of standard errors, These 
are primarily measures of sampling variability, that is, 


of the variations that might occur by chance because a ~ 


sample rather than the whole of the population is 
surveyed. As calculated for this report, the standard 
error also partially measures the effect of certain re- 
sponse and enumeration errors, but it does not measure 
any systematic biases in the data. The chances are about 
68 out of 100 that an estimate from the sample would 


differ-from~a~complete’ census’ figure by less than’ thé 


standard error. The chances are about 90 out of 100 that 
this difference would be less than 1.6 times the standard 
error, and the chances are about 95 out of 100 that the 
difference would be less than twice the standard error, 


Comparability With Other Data—Data obtained from the 
CPS are not entirely comparable with data obtained 
from: other governmental sources. This is due in large 
part to differences in survey processes. Therefore, 
caution should be used in comparing results in this 


of people in the Armed Forces.___----—report-withrother sources: 


Standard Error Tables and Their Use—The figures pre- 
sented in Appendix tables | through 5 provide approxi- 
mations of standard errors of various estimates shown in 
this report for data on total, white, or black and other 
hired farmworkers. To obtain standard errors for workers 
of Spanish origin, multiply the standard errors in Appen- 
dix tables 1 through 5 by 1.6. 

Standard errors for values not shown in the standard 
error tables may be approximated by interpolation. In 
order to derive standard errors that would be applicable 
to a wide variety of items and could be prepared at a 
moderate cost, a number of approximations were 
required. As a result, the tables of standard errors (along 
with the factor for persons of Spanish origin) provide an 
indication of the size of the standard errors rather than 
the precise standard error for any specific item. 


Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers—Appendix table | 
shows. standard errors, oy, for estimated numbers of 
hired farmworkers. Linear interpolation may be used to 
obtain standard errors for intermediate values not shown 
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Appendix table 1 - Standard errors for estimated numbers percentage is based. Estimated percentages are relatively 
of hired farmworkers more reliable than the corresponding estimates of the 

. (68 chances out of 100) numerators of the percentages, particularly if the per- 

centages are 50 percent or more. Linear interpolation 
______. _ may be used to obtain standard errors for intermediate 
9,000 values of the percentages and the base of the percent- 


Size of estimate Standard error 


$0,000 13,000 ages shown in appendix table 2. Or standard errors, 

100,0 4 18,000 O(x,p) can be calculated using formula (2). Direct { 
250,00. 29,000 Pi P . 4 

$00'000 43°00 computation will give more accurate results than linear j 
* 1,000,000 65,000 interpolation. 

2,500,000 121,000 
3,000,000 139,000 ‘ 
: Note: To obtain approximate standard errors for persons of O(x,p) = ¢ vx P (100-p) (2) : 
6 Spanish origin, multiply the above standard errors by 1.6, 1 
‘ 


ws Here x is the actual size (not rounded to thousands) 
* in the tables. Alternatively, standard errors can be calcu- of thé subelass of the population which is the base of 
lated using the following formula which was used to’ the percentage; p is the percentage (0 $ p $100); bis 


compute the tabular standard errors, Direct computation —_ 3972,5806; and c is 1.0 for total, white, or black and 


will give more accurate results than linear interpolation. _ other persons.and- 1.6 for persons of Spanish origin, — - -- --— 
, Formula (2) is used to calculate standard errors for 
0, =¢ Vat Ox (1) estimated percentages of hired farmworkers only. “4 


Standard Errors of Estimated Averages—Averages are 

subject to large sampling. variability since the sample 

Here x is the actual size of the estimate (not rounded _— estimate of an average is affected by extreme values. 
“to thousands); 2 is 0.001128; b is 3072.5806; and c is Appendix table 3 shows standard errors of average 

““T.0 for total, white, or black and other persons and 1.6 ~ number of days of hired farmwork. Appendix table 4 

for persons of Spanish origin. Formula (1) is used to _ shows standard errors of average annual earnings. Appen- 

calculate standard errors for estimated numbers of hired dix table 5 shows standard errors of average daily 

farmworkers only. eamings. Linear interpolation may be used to obtain 


standard errors for intermediate values not shown. 


i 


Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages—Appendix 
table 2 shows standard errors or estimated percentages _IMlustration of Use of Standard Error Tables—Table 6 of 
of hired farmworkers. The reliability of an estimated this report shows that in 1975 there were 285,000 hired 
percentage, computed by using sample data for,both — farmworkers of Spanish origin. Interpolation of data in 
numerator and denominator, depends on both the size appendix table 1 shows the standard error for an esti- 
pf the percentage and the size of the total on which this = mate of this size to be approximately 31,000. The 


Appendix table 2 — Standasd errors of percentages of hired farmworkers : ; 
(68 chances out of 100) 


Base of percentage in thousands 


Estimated 
percentage 


Percent 


2 0r 98 49 3.5 24 1.6 1 0.8 0.5 0.4 | 
5 or 95 1.6 54 38 24 1,7 1,2 0.8 0.7 
10 or 90 10.5 14 5.3 3.3 2.4 17. 1 1.0 
“1S 0r 85~ 12.5 8.9 6.3 - 4.0 2.8 2.0 13 Ll 
20 or 80 14.0 99 7.0 44° 3A 22-4 , 13 | 
_ 25 0r75 15.2. 10.7 7.6 4.8 3.4 mM "aS 14 
35 or 65 16.7 11.8 84 5.3 3.7 2.6 47 5 


50 


5.5 


Note: To obtain standard errors for persons of Spanish origin, multiply the above standard errors by 1.6, 


Bs 27 
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Appendix table 3 - Standard errors of average number of days of hired farmwork 
(68 chances out of 100) 
Average number of Base of average in thousands of hired farmworkers 


days of hired farmwork 
per year per worker 


Note: Table 3 pertains to averages computed from distributions allowed to vary over the entire range of days worked. Standard errors 
for truncated distributions (c.g,, workers with less than 25 days of hired farmwork) are somewhat smaller. 


To obtain approximate standard errors for persons of Spanish origin, multiply the above standard errors by 1.6. 


Appendix table 4 — Standard errors of average annual earnings from hired farmwork 
(68 chances out of 100) 
Average earnings from Base of average in thousands of hired farmworkers 


hired farmwork per 
year per worker 


Note: To obtain approximate standard errors for persons of Spanish origin, multiply the above standard errors by 1.6. 


Appendix table 5 ~ Standard errors of average daily earnings from hired fartawork 
(68 chances out of 100) 


Average earnings from Base of average in thousands of hired farmworkers 
hired farmwork per 
day per worker 


Note: To obtain approximate standard errors for persons of Spanish origin, multiply the above standard errors by 1.6, 
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‘factor for persons of Spanish origin is 1.6. Thus, the 
standard error of an estimate of this size is approxi- 
mately 50,000 (i.c., 31,000 x 1.6), The chances are 68 
out of 100 that the estimate would have been a figure 
differing from a complete census figure by less than 
$0,000. The chances are 95 out of 100 that the estimate 
would have differed from a complete census figure by 
less than 100,000 (twice the standard error). 

Table 6 also shows that of the total number of 
workers of Spanish origin, 27 percent worked less than 
25 days. Interpolation in appendix table 2 shows that 
the starfdard error of 27 percent for a base of 285,000 
is approximately 4.7 percent. Applying the Spanish— 
-ongin factot, the standard error is 7.5 percent (i.¢., 4.7 x 
1.6). Consequently, chances are 68 out of 100 that the 
estimated 27 percent would have differed from a com- 
plete census figure by less than 7.5 percentage points; 
the chances are 95 out of 100 that the estimate would 
have differed from a complete census figure by less than 
15 percentage points, i.e., the 95 percent confidence 
interval would be from 12 to 42 percent. 


‘Standard Error of a Difference—For a difference be- 
tween two sample estimates, the standard error is 
approximately equal to the square root of the sum of 
the squared standard errors of the estimates. The esti- 
mate can be of numbers, percentages, averages, etc. This 
method will represent the actual standard error quite 
“accurately for the difference between two estimates of 
the same characteristic in two different areas, or for the 
difference between separate and uncorrelated character- 
istics in the same area. If, however, there is a high 
Positive correlation between the two characteristics, the 
formula will overestimate the true standard error. 


Illustration of the Computation of the Standard Error of 
a Difference—Table 6 shows that 18 percent of Spanish - 


Spent 


origin workers worked 250 days and over. The apparent 
difference between the workers of Spanish origin who 
worked less than 25 days (27 percent) and those who 
worked 250 days and over is 9 percentage points, 
Appendix table 2 shows, by interpolation, the stand- 
ard error for 18 percent on a base of 285,000 to be 
approximately 4.1 percent. Multiplying the standard 
error by the factor for persons of Spanish origin (1.6), 
the standard error becomes 6.6 percent (0x). The stand- 
ard error for 27 percent is 7.5 percent (ay). To get the 
standard error of the estimated difference, the fees 
error of a difference formula, (3), is used as follows: 


O(x-y) = Ox (3). 


Therefore, the standard error of the estimated dif- 
ference is 


= \/ (66)? +(7.5" 


This means the chances are 68 out of 100 that the 
estimated difference based on the sample would vary 


by--10--percentage--points—from--the--difference-derived--—-- 


using complete census figures. Since the standard error 
of the estimated difference (10 percentage points) is 
greater jthan the difference between the two estimates 


(9 percentage points), it cannot be concluded with 68 
percent confidence that the percent of hired farm- 
workers of Spanish origin who worked less than 25 days 
in 1975 is greater than the percent of workers of Spanish 
origin who worked 250 days and over in 1975, 


APPENDIX B: DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 


Hired Farmworkers—Persons 14 years old and over in 
the civilian noninstitutional population of the United 
States at the time of the survey who did any farmwork 
for cash wages or salary at any time in the year, even if 
only for 1 day. 


Farmwork for Cash Wages or Salary Consists of the Fol- 
lowing: (1) Work done on any farm for cash wages or 
salary in connection with the production, harvesting, 
threshing, preparation for market, or delivery to market 
of agricultural products; (2) work done off the farm for 
a farmer by his hired farmworker, such as trips to town 
to buy feed, seeds, or fertilizer, or to handle other 
matters involved in running the farm business; (3) re- 
pairs of farm buildings, machinery, etc., performed 
by a hired farmworker when done along with the type 
of work specified in (1) and (2) above; and (4) managing 
a farm enterprise for cash salary. Not included as farm- 
work for cash wages or salary are (1) work performed by 


farm operators on their own farms, or “exchange” work 
between farmers; (2) work done exclusively for ‘“‘pay in 
kind”; (3) work done without pay on a family farm by 
a member of the farm operator’s family (a small regular 
cash allowance is not considered as farm wages); (4) non- 
farm work performed on a farm, such as the building of 
a farm structure, drilling a well, hauling agricultural 
products to market by commercial truckers, or domestic 
service in the home of a farmer; and (5) custom work, 
such as spraying, threshing, combining, etc., when a pér- 
son is paid a combined rate for the use of his i deca 
and labor. 


Noncasual Workers—Persons who did 25 days or more of 
hired farmwork, Noncasual workers include: 


Seasonal workers—-Persons who worked 25- 
149 days. 


Regular workers—Persons who worked hia 
249 days. 


Year-round workers—Persons who worked 
250 days or more, 


(The use here of the terms “seasonal” and 
“regular” differs from that in the Census of 
Agriculture, where “seasonal workers” refers 
to persons employed on one farm for less 
than 150 days during the year, and “regular 
workers” to those employed on one farm for 
150 days or more during the year.) 


Age-The age classification is based on the age of the 
person at his last birthday. 


Chief Activity—Information on the chief activity of 
hired farmworkers during the year was derived from the 
question, “What was... doing most of 1975—working, 
keeping house, going to school, or something else?” If 
“working” was reported as the chief activity, the kind 
of work the person was doing most of the year was de- 
termined, Hired farmwork was reported if the person 
spent most of his working time doing farmwork for cash 
wages or salary. Operating a farm was reported if a per- 

-son spent most of his working time operating a farm (as 
a tenant, owner, or sharecropper). Nonfarm work was re- 
ported if a person spent most of his working time in his 
own~ business~ or~ profession, worked’ without’ pay in a~ 
family nonfarm business, or worked for pay (or pay in 
kind) in any nonfarm activity, such as manufacturing, 
trade; construction, domestic service, etc. For the person 
who did not report “working” as his chief activity, in- 
formation was obtained on what he was doing most of 
the year. Looking for work (unemployed) was reported 
for a person who spent most of his time without em- 
ployment, but was actively looking for a job. Keeping 
house was reported for a person who spent most of his 
time doing his own housework. Going to school was te- 
ported for a person who spent most of his time during 
the year going to school. The category “other” was re- 
ported for a person who spent most of his time at some 
activity other than those named above. 


Residence—Residence is determined on the basis of the 
classification of the place in which the worker lived at 
the time of the survey. In the Current Population Sur- 
vey, hired farmworkers were classified as living on farms 
(farm residents) if they lived in a rural territory on 
places of 10 or more acres of land from which at least 
$50 work of agricultural products were sold in the re- 
porting year. Also, included as farm residents are per- 
sons who lived on places of less than 10 acres if as much 
as $250 worth of agricultural products were sold from 
the place in the reporting year. Nonfarm-resident work- 
ers lived in urban places, rural towns or villages, or in 
‘the open country ‘on places that did not. meet the cri- 
teria for farm classification. 
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Migratory Status—Migratory Workers are those who (1) 
left their home temporarily overnight to do hired farm- 
work in a different county within the same State or in.a 
different State with expectation of eventually returning 
home, or (2) had no usual place of residence, and did 


year. Noniuleratary workers are those who (1) did all 
their hired farmwork for the year in the same county in 
which they lived, (2) made a permanent move from one 
county to another during the year (even if they did 
hired farmwork in both counties), or (3) commuted 
daily across the county or State line to work and te- 
turned home each night. 


Region—The States included in each of the four regions 


“are as follows: Northeast~Maine, New Hampshire, Ver- 


mont, Massachusetts, Rhade Island, Connecticut, New 
York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey; North Central— 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, 
lowa, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
and Kansas; South—Maryland, Delaware, District of Col- 
umbia, Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala- 


bama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and - 


Texas; and West—-Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, Colorado, 
New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, Nevada, Aiea Ore- 
gon, California, Hawaii, and. Alaska... 


Days of Hired Farm or Nonfarm work—Days on which 
any hired farm or nonfarm work was reported. The work 
may have been for all or only part of a day. 


Earnings from Farm or. Nonfarm work—Total cash wages 


q 
q 
y 
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or salary received for farmwork or for nonfarm work, 


Estimates of earnings do not include the value of per- 
ieee taki in connection with farmwork nor the 


rieaavait eae 


Ethnicity—This term refers to the division of the popu- 
lation into three mutually exclusive groups—white, 
Spanish origin, and black and others. “Ethnic origin” 
was determined for this report on the basis of a ques- 
tion that asked respondents their origin or descent. The 
answers to this question may produce results somewhat: 
different from results based on inferred ethnic identifi- 
cation using such characteristics as country of birth of 
the person or his parents, language spoken in the home, 
or surname. Spanish origin includes all those who iden- 
tified themselves as Mexican American, Chicano, Mexi- 
can, Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South 
American, or other Spanish. White refers to white Amer- 
icans other than those. of Spanish origin, Black and 
other includes blacks and other groups such as Indians, 
Chinese, and Japanese. F 


